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Dragon Boat
Festival

This year’s Dragon Boat Festival
will be held on Saturday, July 27,
at Ala Moana Park. The fun in the
sun, fellowship, and perhaps an
opportunity to paddle a dragon boat
will run from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Once again, Eula Chu has been
hard at work, organizing the volun-
teers to paddle, steer, bang a drum
to keep up the paddling tempo or 
to catch a flag. (However, if you’re
interested in being part of the
Chamber dragon boat crew, volun-
teers are still being accepted by
Eula; contact her at CCCoH.associ-
ates@gmail.com). On race day,
bring your own chair (or beach
mats) to sit on and any snacks or 
liquid refreshment you want to
share. There will be lunch provided,
so if you’re coming, please contact
Lucia at 533-3181 so that an accu-
rate head count can be made and
sufficient food and drinks can be
ordered.

Early July Events
There are a couple of events that Chamber members may be 
interested in. First up is the “Aloha Friendship Concert of 
Hawaiian and American Music” on Saturday, July 6. This is 
a joint promotion between the Chinese Chamber and the 
United Chinese Society, together with Perform America. The 
FREE musical entertainment will feature local as well as 
mainland groups at Central Union Church, 1660 South 
Beretania, and begins at 6:00 p.m.

Then on Wednesday, July 10, there will be a farewell 
dinner for Taipei Economic and Cultural Office (TECO) 
Deputy Director General Ted Liao and Deputy Director 
“Mars” Wang Yu-Hong, who will be moving to new assign-
ments in Taipei and the Marshall Islands, respectively. The 
dinner will be held at Yum Cha restaurant in Uraku Tower, 
1341 Kapiolani Boulevard. The cost is $35.00 per person for 
the seven-course Chinese dinner.

For those of you who have forgotten or are too young to 
know, for many years, the Republic of China (ROC) had a 
consulate in Honolulu, first where The Consulate apartments 
are now located at 1634 Makiki Street and then on Pali 
Highway. However, as a result of the establishment of rela-
tions between the U.S. and the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) on January 1, 1979, diplomatic relations with the ROC 
were terminated and the consulate was closed a short time 
later. It was renamed to the “Coordination Council for North 
American Affairs” later in 1979 and then renamed again to 
TECO on Double Ten in 1994. End of local history lesson.
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Our first VIP luncheon was hosted at the Beijing China Workers Palace Restaurant. 
We were treated to a sumptuous reception entertained by Mr. Liu Yujiang, Director Gen-
eral of Foreign Department, the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the China State Coun-
cil. The second official VIP interview and exquisite banquet at the Diaoyutai State Guest 
House hosted by Mr. Cheng Guoping, Vice President of the China Association for Inter-
national Friendly Contact (CAIFC). After the fantastic meal, the Court entertained Vice 
President Cheng and other officials with a beautiful group hula and then Queen Tiana per-
formed a graceful solo hula.

Although we had only three official banquets, the lunches and dinners were 
abundant. Courses served ranged from ten to twelve. No one can say that they were 
starving, and I believe almost everyone gained weight.

This was my ninth Narcissus Goodwill Tour and there have been many changes in China 
over the years. I was able to see the growth and development of three cities – Beijing, Xi’an, 
and Shanghai — over a span of 29 years. For many tour members, however, it was their first 
time visiting Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden City, the Summer Palace, the Temple of Heav-
en, the Great Wall, and the terra cotta warriors in Xi’an, so it was a memorable trip.

For me, the highlight was Luoyang, which showcased the Longmen Grottoes. It was 
amazing to see the thousands of carved stone Buddhas and goddesses in varying sizes in 
the caves. Going to the Shaolin Temple and watching and participating in the martial arts 
show was also fun and entertaining.

Special thanks to Wen Chung Lin and Peggy Luu of Skyway Express, who gave me 
some recommendations on where to go in order to keep our tour costs down, and to China 
Airlines for being our airline sponsor. Thanks to Dennis Hwang for being our unoffi-
cial/official tour photographer and for taking such great photos and sharing them with the 
tour members. Lastly, many thanks to Past Presidents Joseph Hu, Dennis Hwang, and 
Vernon Ching and Director Libby Lew for your support by coming on the tour. This was 
a very memorable tour!

On Wednesday, June 19, the day we arrived back from China, the Korean Chamber 
sponsored a Quad Chamber networking event at the Hau Terrace room in the Halekulani 
Hotel. 100 members from the Quad Chambers attended, along with several politicians, 
and everyone enjoyed food, Korean drinks, and a networking game.

On Wednesday, July 10, we will be having a farewell dinner at Yum Cha restaurant 
at 5:30 pm for Deputy Director General Ted Liao and Deputy Director “Mars” Wang Yu-
Hong of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office (TECO) in Honolulu. Ted and Mars will 
be leaving Honolulu in mid-July to take on new positions in Taipei and the Marshall 
Islands, respectively. Please join us as we bid them a fond aloha.

Saturday, July 27, will be the Dragon Boat Race at Ala Moana Beach park. Please 
come out to support our paddling team. Kindly let Lucia know of your attendance so we 
can get an accurate food count.

Thursday, September 12, is the date for “Whiskey, Mooncake, and Tea Tasting” at The 
Mandalay Restaurant and Cafe. It will be a dinner and exciting mooncakes will be featured.

Finally, please continue to support our members as
they continue to work hard on various committees.

The 2019 two week-long Narcissus
Goodwill Tour ended on a high note on
June 19. Sixty-three Chamber members,
friends, and the Narcissus Court had a
fabulous time, eating, making new
friends, and visiting the sights of six
cities, the oldest of which were X’ian,
Luoyang, Kaifeng, and Zheng-zhou.
Throughout our visits to the cities, the
weather was sometimes like Hawaii,
with even blue skies. It was hot, yet rea-
sonably bearable, but returning home
was worse with the humidity.

The 2019 Narcissus Court of
Queen Tiana Wong and Princesses
Jennifer Wong, Melody Lai, Deanna
Choy, and Caroline Kodama served
well as ambassadors for the Chinese
Chamber and the State of Hawaii.

Our first official dinner was on the
second day after we landed in Beijing.
We were treated to a delicious dinner by
China Travel Service (CTS). Gifts were
exchanged and Colleen Xu, who has
known the Chamber for years, was a
gracious hostess. In celebration of the
70th anniversary of the Narcissus Festi-
val, all tour members received logo
gifts of a polo shirt, umbrella, canvas
bag, and luggage straps.
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Young Professional Fund-raiser
The Chamber’s Young Professional members will be holding a fund-
raiser on Tuesday, July 30. This fund-raiser is in conjunction with
California Pizza Kitchen (CPK) Ala Moana, Suite 3241, 1450 Ala
Moana Boulevard. (For those unfamiliar with that address, it’s locat-
ed at the Ho’okipa Terrace, Upper Level 4, at Ala Moana Center,
near Macy’s). This will be an “all-day” affair, running from CPK’s
opening at 10:30 a.m. to closing at 10:00 p.m., and the flyer must be
presented to your server, and CPK will donate 20% of your check,
including dine-in, takeout, catering, and all beverages, to the Cham-
ber’s Young Professionals. Please note that there are conditions or
limitations as well as instructions on the flyer, and also that this deal
is limited to the Ala Moana CPK location. If you do not have a copy
of the flyer, contact Lucia at the Chamber office, 533-3181.

Evening workshop
The legislature adjourned on May 2, and Governor David Ige had
until Tuesday, July 9, to veto any bills listed in his notice of intent
to veto, which was posted on June 24. While there are 20 bills on
the list, that doesn’t mean that the governor will veto all of them.
Instead, the governor must either sign or veto bills by July 9; what
the notice does is give him an option on the bills listed. As to other
bills passed by the legislature, if no action is taken on a bill, it
becomes law without his signature.

UCS Family Day
The United Chinese Society will be holding its annual Family Day
picnic at Kapiolani Park on Sunday, August 11. The day of fun, fel-
lowship, and games will run from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The loca-
tion is close to the Monsarrat Avenue parking lot, and just makai of
the Wakiki Shell (between the Shell and Kapiolani Bandstand).
Bring your family and join in the activities for children and adults.
Among the prizes is a round-trip ticket to Asia via Philippine
Airlines. There will be a bento lunch, hot dogs and hamburgers, and
ice-cold watermelon. Please contact the UCS office to reserve your
tickets ($9.00 per person) and submit your payment to the “United
Chinese Society,” 42 North King Street, Honolulu 96817 by
Wednesday, July 31. Tickets may be picked up at the UCS office or
at the picnic. For more information, call the UCS at 536-4621.

“Whiskey, Mooncake, and Tea”
This year, the Chamber tasting on Thursday, September 12, will
include whiskey as well as mooncakes and tea, and will be held at
The Mandalay Restaurant, 1055 Alakea Street. The cost is $50.00
per person or $1000 and $750.00 for a “sponsored”-table of ten.
(“Sponsorship” includes premium seating as well as a complimen-
tary gift for each guest at the table). The evening begins with no-
host cocktails at 5:30 p.m. and the tastings, together with a six-
course Chinese dinner, will run from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Seating is limited, so contact the Chamber right away to reserve
your seat(s) (or table) by Thursday, August 29. Payments may be
made by check or major credit card. For more information, contact
Lucia at 533-3181 or yliang@chinesechamber.com. Mahalo to our
sponsors: Kona Center, P. H. Hawaii (Elvira Lo and Terry Lo),
and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office (TECO).

Disaster Preparations
As you may know, the central Pacific hurricane season began on
June 1 and ends on November 30. For 2019, there is some dis-
agreement as to how many storms we may face: The Central
Pacific Hurricane Center has predicted a somewhat more active
season than normal, with 5-8 cyclones, while AbsoluteClimo
(founded in 2016) has predicted only “two or more.” Regardless,
it only takes one storm to make a direct hit on Honolulu, and that
nearly happened last year with Lane in August (which peaked as
a category 5 hurricane) and Olivia in September (which peaked
as a category 4 hurricane).

For those who want to be prepared, hurricane supplies are
available at locally-owned City Mill (which is celebrating its
120th anniversary this year) and its two big mainland, “big box”
competitors while water, rice, toilet paper, and batteries are
available at Costco. (The waterBOB for storing up to 100 gal-
lons of water in your bathtub was on sale at City Mill in June for
$39.95 while water is periodically on sale at Long’s for $3.99 for
a case of 24 16.9-ounce bottles). In addition, Zephyr Insurance
had a “Disaster Preparedness Guide” as an insert in the June 26
Honolulu Star-Advertiser and Hawaiian Electric’s 2019 edition
of its “Handbook for Emergency Preparedness” is now avail-
able as a hard copy as well as an online download at https://
view.hawaiianelectric.com/handbook-for-emergency-prepared-
ness/page/1 (A “Cantonese” version, actually written in tradi-
tional Chinese characters, is also available for download).

Narcissus Queen Search
The search for contestants for the 71st annual Narcissus Pageant
is continuing. Prospective contestants must meet the following
criteria: A minimum of 25% Chinese ethnicity; single (never been
married or given birth to a child); between 19 and 26 years of age
on the Pageant date (January 11, 2020); and a resident of Hawaii
for at least twelve months prior to the Pageant. Young women
meeting those criteria and who are interested in competing in the
71st annual Narcissus Pageant should go to the Chamber Web site
where the contestant application, the two-page contestant agree-
ment with one-page addendum, and contestant rules are available
online for downloading, www.chinesechamber.com. The dead-
line for entries is Friday, August 23.

CGM Update
Fund-raising will soon begin for this project to identify and
honor Chinese World War II veterans from Hawaii, who are eli-
gible for a reproduction of the medal authorized to honor their
service. The funds will be used to suitably honor the veterans in
person or for their surviving families, with a Honolulu ceremo-
ny and banquet as well as other means of perpetuating their con-
tributions and sacrifices during the war. At the same time,
efforts are continuing to identify veterans (or family members
of those) eligible for a CGM replica. Since the last update in the
Lantern, the number identified (registered and approved) so far
has gone from 60 to 120. So keep up the effort to take sure as
many of these patriotic Chinese veterans are identified and
remembered in perpetuity. For more information, contact
Stephen Tom in Honolulu at stephentom2000@aol.com.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Jul 4 •  Thu
Independence Day

Jul 18 •  Thu
YP Event: Hawaii News Now Studio Tour
Hawaii News Now Studio
4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Jul 23 •  Tue
Executive Board Meeting
Chamber’s Office – 6:00 p.m.

Jul 27 •  Sat
Dragon Boat Festival 
Ala Moana Beach Park
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Jul 30 •  Tue
Young Professional’s Fundraiser
California Pizza Kitchen Ala Moana
10:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Jul 30 •  Tue
Board of Directors Meeting
One Ala Moana Private Dining Room
12:00 p.m.

Sep 2 •  Mon
Labor Day

Sep 12 •  Thu
Whiskey, Mooncake, and Tea Tasting
The Mandalay – 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Sep 22 •  Sun
70th China National Day Banquet
Ala Moana Hotel Hibiscus Ballroom
5:30 p.m.

The LANTERN a monthly publication of the
Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii
8 South King Street • Suite 201
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Ph: (808) 533-3181 / 533-3886
Email: info@chinesechamber.com

Editor: Gerald Y.Y. Chang
Graphic Designer: Angela Wu-Ki
Staff: Wen Chung Lin, Lucia Liang

The July 3 Midweek Pa’ina had photos of Chamber members at various events: Henry Ou,
Dr. Lawrence Tseu, Victor Lim, Lei Ahu Isa, Eddie Flores, Jr., Thomas Sum, Mona
Choy-Beddow, and Roberta Leung were photographsed at the June 8 United Chinese
Society’s Model Mother and Father of the Year banquet; Russell Lau (and wife Connie)
were at the East-West Center’s annual fund-raising dinner at the Pacific Club; Betty Brow,
Chelsey Choy, Kristine Sato, Joseph Hu, Jennifer Wong, and Katherine Lococo were at
the Associated Chinese University Women’s 2019 fund-raiser at the Hilton Hawaiian Village
Waikiki Beach Resort; and Joseph Hu, newly installed Chamber president Michele Choy,
Kristine Sato, Fourth Princess Caroline Chan Kodama, Gifford Chang, Robert Yu, Dr.
Joseph Young, Alvin Wong, Howard Lum, Linda Louie, First Princess Jennifer Wong,
Dr. Lawrence Tseu, Victor Lim, Betty Brow, Narcissus Queen Tiana Wong, Cynthia
Yamasaki, Sarah Moy, Mona Choy-Beddow, Third Princess Deanna Choy, Elvira Lo,
Reuben Wong, Second Princess Melody Lai, Ed Pei, Dr. Ming Chen, John Hui (and wife
Jenny), Dennis Hwang, Michael Young, Katherine Kaw, Jami Zhong, Jill Fukumoto,
Kristina Pollock, Stella Chow, Catherine Wong-Jayne, Chelsey Choy, and Lucia Liang
were at the May 23 Chinese Chamber installation at the Jade Dynasty Seafood Restaurant.

New Members
At its June 25 meeting, the Chamber board of directors approved the application for
Rosaline Wang, an expert real estate witness and co-owner of Hawaii First Realty LLC
(recommended by Mona Choy-Beddow); and the Young Professional applications for
Adrienne Lam, an accountant (recommended by Jill Fukumoto) and Mike Poscablo, an
architect and Realtor-Associate® (recommended by Tiffany Chen). Welcome to the
Chamber and we look forward to meeting you at the next membership event.

M E M B E R  N E W S

Hawaii’s Best
“Hawaii’s Best 2019” was included with the Sunday, June 16, Honolulu Star-Advertiser.
Chamber member-owned and operated food and dining operations include Jade Dynasty
Seafood Restaurant and Little Village Noodle House (David Chang), first and third in
Chinese Food; L & L Hawaiian Barbecue (Eddie Flores Jr. and Kwock Yum “Johnson”
Kam) second in Diner/Drive Inn/Dive; McDonald’s (Victor Lim now has only five fran-
chise locations with the closing of the long-time one in Ala Moana Center) first in Fast
Food; Assaggio (Thomas Ky) second in Italian Food; Royal Kitchen (the late Kwock Nam
Lau) first for Manapua; and Ba-Le Sandwiches & Bakery (Thanh Quoc Lam) first for
Vietnamese Food (and since early June, providing “triangle sandwiches” at 7-Eleven stores
on Oahu). Congratulations to all of you.




