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The Annual Narcissus Fashion Show, March 24, at the Hilton
Hawaiian Village Coral Ballroom. Photos courtesy of Lance Wong.

Hawaii Foodbank 
Food Drive

The 30th annual Hawaii Food-
bank Food Drive will be held
on Saturday, April 13, from
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at vari-
ous locations around Oahu and
on Kauai. Volunteers will be
collecting monetary contribu-
tions as well as the Foodbank’s
“Big Five”: Canned meats like
tuna or chicken; canned meals
like spaghetti and chili; canned
fruits; canned vegetables; and
bags of rice. This year’s goal is
raising one million meals to
feed hungry Hawaii residents.
Each year, the Foodbank dis-
tributes 16.6 million pounds of
food, the equivalent of over 13
million meals on Oahu, Kauai,
Maui, and Hawaii. Donations to
the Foodbank help to feed one in
eight people in Hawaii, includ-
ing more than 54,000 keiki.

Evening Workshops
On tap this month is a workshop on Wednesday, April 3. Morgan
Stanley financial advisor Sarah Moy, CFA®, will give a presenta-
tion on “Personal Investments.” On Wednesday, May 8, Dennis
Hwang will discuss “Preparing for Natural Disasters.” That’s just
before the start of hurricane season on June 1, but floods, earth-
quakes, and tsunamis can occur any time during the year. Then on
Wednesday, August 7, with the adjournment of the legislature in
May and Governor David Ige signing (or vetoing) bills passed by
the Lege, attorney Na Lan will conduct a workshop on “Hawaii
Laws That Impact Business.” Each of the workshops will begin at
5:30 p.m. and will be held in the second floor multipurpose room
in the Chamber building, 8 South King Street.

Chamber Golf Tournament
Last call for the Chamber-Hawaii Mainland Chinese Overseas
Association (CCCH-HMCOA) golf tournament on Thursday, May
2. The tournament will be held at the 270-acre Arnold Palmer and
Ed Seay-designed Hawaii Prince Golf Course, 91-1200 Fort Weaver
Road, in Ewa Beach. Panda Express is the corporate sponsor as well
as ace sponsor while BMW of Honolulu and Y. Hata & Co., Ltd. are
birdie sponsors. The tournament is a three-person scramble format,
with three minimum drives and two putts per hole. Check-in begins
at 10:00 a.m. and shotgun start is at 12:00 noon. There are longest
drive and closest to the pin contests. Maximum handicap is 27 for
men and 36 for women. The cost, including bento lunch and the
awards banquet at the conclusion of play, is $150 per person or $450
per three-person team while it’s only $35.00 to attend only the
awards banquet. If you’re planning to play and haven’t done so
already, contact the Chamber right away at 533-3181.
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President
Joseph K.M. Hu

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

and Assistant Treasurer Michael Young. Please take time to get to know our newly elect-
ed officers during the coming months and provide them with your input, feedback, and
support as they work to lead the Chinese Chamber over the next fiscal year. 

As part of the 70th Narcissus Festival Platinum Anniversary celebration, Presi-
dent-Elect Michele Choy and her committee put together a fantastic fashion show at
the Hilton Hawaiian Village on March 24. Featuring a line of silk clothing from a
world-renown Suzhou designer, the event was well-attended and received, and many
of the attendees lined up after the show to try on the outfits for purchase. The fashion
show featured many of our past Narcissus court members and included guest appear-
ances by the other Quad Chamber Presidents: Melanie Okazaki, Vanessa Kop, and
Gina Kim Nakamura.  Michele Choy, MC Pamela Young, and First Vice President
Elvira Lo also participated as guest models to the delight of the audience.  Kudos go
out to Michele and her team for putting together such a successful event.

Not to be out-done, the Young Professionals (YP) also held a well-attended and
successful networking event on April 3 at One Ala Moana. Almost 40 people attended
and were treated to a fun evening of games, wine and food, and networking opportu-
nities. Many new friends and contacts were made and the YP received several new
membership applications as a result of the event. A big thank you goes out to Ashley
Fu, Jill Fukumoto, and James Cabanilla for the many hours spent on planning to
ensure the evening would be a successful one. 

As the 70th or Platinum Anniversary Narcissus Festival winds down, I would like
to take this opportunity to thank the many people who have worked diligently through-
out this year to create a memorable experience for our members. There are too many
people for me to mention each one here, but one person who has spearheaded all the
celebration events from the get-go and deserves to be recognized is our incoming Pres-
ident, Michele Choy.

A big mahalo goes out to Michele and all the committee members, volunteers, and
sponsors for making the Narcissus Festival’s Platinum Anniversary a memorable one.

The Chinese Chamber held its annual
election of officers on March 22 at the
Won Kee Seafood Restaurant. More
than 50 directors attended and took
part in this important event and elected
the following officers to serve and lead
our organization for the new fiscal year
of June 1, 2019 to May 31, 2020: Pres-
ident Michele Choy, President-Elect
Elvira Lo, First Vice President
Michael Yee, Second Vice President
Sarah Moy, Third Vice President
Jonathan Cook; English Secretary Yu
Shing Ting, Chinese Secretary Jack
Zhang, Treasurer Sherman Wong,

C H A M B E R  N E W S  &  A C T I V I T I E S

Flores Real Estate Lecture Series
Christine Camp, president and CEO of Avalon Group, will speak
on “Charting Her Own Path,” part of the Flores lecture series. Ms.
Camp will give her talk on Thursday, May 9, at the Waialae
Country Club, 4997 Kahala Avenue. The event will run from 6:00
to 7:30 p.m. and is FREE. If you plan to attend to hear Ms.
Camp’s insights as a female real estate executive, kindly RSVP to
the Chamber by Monday, April 29, so that sufficient seating can
be set out..

Congressional Gold Medal Update
by Wesley Fong

On December 20, 2018, the president signed into law Senate Bill
1050, awarding the Congressional Gold Medal (CGM) to Chinese-
American veterans, who served honorably in the Army, Army Air
Forces, Marines, Coast Guard or Merchant Marine during World
War II.

If you have any family member, living or deceased, or know 
of any other Chinese-American who served in the U.S. military 
during WWII, we would like to have them recognized for their
wartime service to our country. Over 18,000 Chinese-American 

citizens and Chinese nationals, here and on the main-
land, stepped forward to serve the U.S. during WWII.
They did so in spite of the discriminatory Chinese
Exclusion Act of 1882, which was not repealed until
1943.

After California and New York, Hawaii has the third
largest number of Chinese-American WWII veterans.
We need your help to find them so that they can be
appropriately honored.. You may register them on the
Web site www.CAWW2.org/preservation so that their
service can be verified and recognized.

Currently in the planning stages is a luncheon 
during the first half of 2020 at which the veterans and
their families may be honored. In addition, there may be
a ceremony in the House of Representatives’ chamber in
the Capitol and recognition by Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
possibly around the time of Veterans Day.

If you need further assistance or need more infor-
mation, please contact retired MG Stephen Tom
(stephentom2000@aol.com). retired COL Wesley Fong
(wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net) or retired COL
Baldwin Au (kinsingau@yahoo.com).

Thank you for your kokua. 

www.CAWW2.org/preservation
mailto: stephentom2000@aol.com
mailto: wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
mailto: kinsingau@yahoo.com


C H A M B E R  N E W S  &  A C T I V I T I E S

Robocalls and Other Telephonic Nuisances
Noadays, when the phone rings and Caller ID shows an unfamil-
iar number, especially from a Neighbor Island or somplace on
the mainland, do you answer or let it go to a possible voicemail
message? It’s also weird to see Caller ID displaying your own
name and telephone number as happened to the Lantern editor
three times in one instance last month (oh, right, I’m calling
myself on my former landline, now with Spectrum), and down-
right annoying to receive 28 calls between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
on March 22, most of them from “JPMorgan Chase” and a few
from “US Govt,” with pre-recorded messages in Chinese.

According to the Washington Post, robocallers rang Ameri-
cans’ phones 26 billion times last year, and Congress is acting.
Last year, Hawaii senior Senator Brian Schatz, who is the lead
Democrat on the Senate subcommittee on communications, tech-
nology, innovation, and the Internet introduced the Robocal
Enforcement Enhancement Act (S. 2694), which would increase
the statute of limitations on violations from one year to three, and
earlier this month voted to advance the bipartisan TRACED Act
(S.151), which would “deter criminal robocall violations and
improve enforcement” of the 1934 Communications Act.

The problem of robocalls or “automated telemarketing
calls” as well as “spoofing Caller ID” or using fake Caller ID
information has become a national headache. So much so that
the May 2019 Consumer Reports cover article “What About
Robocalls?” is ten pages long. A portion of Octavio Blanco’s
article, “How to Protect Yourself from Robocalls,” is available
online:  https://www.consumerreports.org/robocalls/how-to-
block-robocalls-how-to-protect-yourself/.

In addition, Kim Komando has as self-help article at USA
Today, “Seven ways to stop robocalls now”; Geoffrey Fowler
has April 4 and 8 New York Times articles for mobile phones
(“Die, Robocalls, Die: A How-to-Guide to Stop Spammers and
Exact Revenge”) and landlines (“Help Desk: How Do You Stop
Robocalls to Your Landline?”); and CNN on March 29 had
“What you can do right now to stop robocalls.” Taking proactive
steps will not stop all robocalls to your phone(s), but they can
reduce the number while Congress works to enact legislation to
beef up the Telephone Consumer Protection Act of 1991.

Social Security Proposals and You
On Wednesday, April 10, the “Protecting and Preserving Social
Security Act of 2019” (S. 1132) was introduced in the U.S. Sen-
ate while the companion bill (H.R. 2302) was introduced in the
House two days later. Two of the most important proposals
include “scrapping the cap” on income subject to the FICA tax
and changing the formula for annual cost of living adjustment
(COLA) increases. First, under current law, there is a “cap” on
income subject to the FICA tax; adjusted each year, the cap was
$128,400 in 2018, and for 2019, the cap is $132,900. As a result,
high-income individuals stop paying into the program once they
reach the cap each year. Second, under current law, Social Secu-
rity benefit payments are adjusted annually, using the Consumer
Price Index for workers (CPI-W). However, costs for seniors rise
faster and differently than for working Americans: seniors spend

more of their income on medical care, prescription drugs, ener-
gy costs, and other age-related expenses. So instead of using the
CPI-W for COLA adjustments, the CPI for the elderly (CPI-E)
will more accurately measure the costs of goods and services
seniors actually buy.

And for those of you who are younger than 65 years old and
have heard repeated scare-mongering over the years that Social
Security is “broke” and won’t be there for you, you probably should
take a good hard look at your source(s) of information. Each year
during the summer, the Trustees of Social Security report on the sta-
tus of the program. In 2017 and again in 2018, they reported that the
$2.9 trillion Social Security trust fund would be able to honor 100%
of all beneficiary claims until 2034, even if Congress did absolute-
ly nothing to expand and strengthen the program, and 75% of all
claims thereafter. According to Barron’s Dictionary of Accounting
Terms, “Solvent” means “The condition of a company able to sat-
isfy its debt obligations when due.” So Social Security is nowhere
near “broke” unless you have no background in economics or
accounting, such as taking either Economics 101 or Accounting
101 in college. (April 22 update: According to the Trustees, the fund
will be solvent through 2035, one year further down the road). 

Opponents of Social Security, who have been opposed to it
since first enacted in 1935, deride the program as an “entitlement”
and a freebie. What this completely overlooks or ignores as “an
inconvenient truth” is that working Americans, whether employees
(and their employers) as well as the self-employed, pay for Social
Security (as well as Medicare Part A) through payroll deductions
for the Federal Insurance Contributions Act (FICA) tax. (Whether
denominated a “tax” or a “premium,” this is a case of a semantic
distinction without a difference). For most beneficiaries, Social
Security therefore constitutes “earned benefits,” not entitlements,
which they have paid for during their working lives.

However, what many don’t know or perhaps forget is that
the official name for Social Security is the “Old Age, Survivors,
and Disability Insurance program” (OASDI) is the full name for
Social Security. One prominent recipient of OASDI benefits is
former House speaker Paul Ryan (whose father died when Ryan
was 16), and according to Wikipedia.org, “From the time of his
father’s death until his 18th birthday, Ryan received Social Secu-
rity survivors benefits, which were saved for his college educa-
tion.” (Emphasis added). In this case, those benefits were clearly
“entitlements” and definitely not “earned benefits” since he was
not paying the FICA tax. 
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Deputy Consul General Si Yuanqiang of the PRC in Los Angeles, accom-
panied by Consul Tang Chang’an and Consul Yu Quanlong, visited the
Chamber office on March 25, 2019 at his first official visit to Hawaii, and
received warm welcome by Chamber president Joseph Hu, Chamber offi-
cers, Past presidents, and Directors. Photo courtesy of Vernon Ching,

https://www.consumerreports.org/robocalls/how-to-block-robocalls-how-to-protect-yourself/
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CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

Apr 3 •  Wed
CCCH Business Connections
Personal Investments
Chinatown Training & Visioning Center
5:30 p.m. 

Apr 23 •  Tue
Executive Board Meeting
Chamber’s Office
6:00 p.m.

Apr 30 •  Tue
Board of Directors Meeting
Won Kee Seafood Restaurant 
12:00 p.m.

May 2 •  Thu
2019 Chinese Chamber of Commerce 
Golf Tournament
Hawaii Prince Golf Course 
12:00 p.m.

May 8 •  Wed
CCCH Business Connections
Natural Disaster Preparedness
Chinatown Training & Visioning Center
5:30 p.m. 

May 12 •  Sun
Mother’s Day

May 23 •  Thu
108th Chinese Chamber 
Installation Banquet
Jade Dynasty Seafood Restaurant 
5:30 p.m.

Jun 5 •  Wed
2019 Narcissus Queen Goodwill 
Tour Departure

Jun 19 •  Wed
2019 Narcissus Queen Goodwill 
Tour Return
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At its meeting on March 22, the Chamber board met and elected the following officers 
for the fiscal year, beginning June 1: President, Michele Choy; President-Elect, Elvira Lo;
First Vice President, Michael Yee; Second Vice President, Sarah Moy; Third Vice
President, Jonathan Cook; English Secretary, Yu Shing Ting; Chinese Secretary, Jack
Zhang; Treasurer, Sherman Wong; and Assistant Treasurer, Michael Young. Their term
of office begins on June 1, 2019 and ends on May 31, 2020.

The installation dinner will be on Thursday, May 23, at the Jade Dynasty Seafood
Restaurant, which will include swearing in of the new officers and the sixteen directors
elected earlier in March. Cocktails will begin at 5:30 p.m. and dinner and the program will
begin at 6:00 p.m. The cost of the nine-course dinner is $40.00 per person. If you have any
questions or plan to attend, contact the Chamber at 533-3181 or info@chinesechamber.com.

N E W  C H A M B E R  O F F I C E R S

Cynthia Yamasaki and Betty Brow were photographed at the Honolulu Japanese
Chamber of Commerce general membership meeting where Rick Mishima was honored
as the Outstanding HJCC Member of the Year. The photo appeared in the April 3 Midweek.

New Members
At its meeting on Friday, March 22, the Chamber board approved the applications for reg-
ular membership from Pan Jiafa, manager at Fulong Construction, Inc. (recommended by
Michael Yee), Kai Zhou, a procurement specialist at Kamehameha Schools (recommend-
ed by Jon Cook), Yuan Bin Zhou, product manager at Ocean Go., Inc. (recommended by
Eddie Flores, Jr.) and for young professional membership for Uyen Vong, an office man-
ager and outreach specialist with the City and County of Honolulu (recommended by Jon
Cook and Leonard Kam). Welcome to the Chamber, and we look forward to meeting you
at the next membership event.

M E M B E R S  N E W S

mailto: info@chinesechamber.com



