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Chamber Christmas Party
by Michele Choy

The annual Chamber Christmas Party is just 6
weeks away on Thursday, December 5.  Kindly
make your reservation by Monday, November 18,
with Lucia to get the “early bird” pricing of
$50.00; thereafter, the price will be $60.00.  The
Elks Club has been newly renovated and the party
room extends out to the rooftop, which overlooks
the ocean….it’s beautiful!

We are also looking for people to sponsor a
Narcissus contestant to attend the Christmas party.
The contestant will be sitting with the sponsoring
donor.  Contact Lucia if you’re intersted in being
a donor.  If you are interested in purchasing a ven-
dor table to display your company’s products or
services, the cost is just $150.00, which includes a
Christmas party seat.  Jonathan Cook and the
membership committee have been busily planning
the holiday program.  If you’d also like to be a part
of the Christmas party committee or would like to
donate door prizes, please contact Jonathan at
(808)342-2737.  Note: Payment must be received
by November 27 in order to reserve a seat.

November China Seminar
This month’s China seminar on Thursday,
November 14, at the Maple Garden Restau-
rant, 909 Isenberg Street, will feature Honolu-
lu resident Claire Chao.  Together with her
mother, Isabel Sun Chao, she has written the
award-winning (17 literary awards, including
the prestigious Rubery Prize Book of the
Year) Remembering Shanghai: A Memoir of
Socialites, Scholars and Scoundrels, covering
a broad sweep of history for five generations
of the Sun family, from imperial China to
modern-day Hong Kong.  Ms. Chao’s talk is
scheduled for 12:00 p.m. and will be followed
by lunch.  The cost of the seminar, including
lunch (regular or vegetarian), is $20.00 for
Friends of the East-West Center and $25.00
for non-members. Reservations, together with
payment, may be made through eventbrite at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/november-
china-seminar-tickets-78114441397.  If you
have any questions, contact Deanna O’Brien
at 944-7691.

Halloween Costume
Party/General Membership
Meeting on October 17 at
Hawaii Voice KTV Lounge.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/november-china-seminar-tickets-78114441397
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view of their three-month Pageant journey. We wish them all well! A special thanks to the
escorts’ for their attendance and who for years have ensured the safety of the contestants.

On Saturday, September 28, the Chinese Students and Scholars Association at the
University of Hawaii (CSSAUH) held a Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival and 70th Nation-
al Day celebration of the founding of New China at Orvis Auditorium. It was a two and
a half hour show, featuring a variety of Chinese traditional culture and art, with perfor-
mances of songs and dances from both local performing groups as well as UH students.
It was a full house and the costumes were beautiful. A special young lady from Shang-
hai was flown in for this event. Her voice was so incredible that it captivated the audi-
ence and reminded one of Teresa Teng. To top off the evening, the Honolulu chapter of
the U.S.-China People’s Friendship Association ( USCPFA) generously donated 500
mooncakes to CSSAUH to pass out to each guest in attendance. What a special treat!

Chung Wah Chung Kung Hui (CWCKH), with the assistance from Kuo Min Tang
Society, celebrated the 108th annual Double Ten, with a mini-parade of 29 organizations
and over 400 participants walked around the perimeter of the Chinatown Cultural Plaza
on Sunday, October 6. Prior to the parade, short speeches were made by Taipei Econom-
ic and Cultural Office (TECO) Director General Michael Tseng, state Senator Karl
Rhoads, and CWCKH President Stanford Yuen. Presentation of lei were made to Dr.
Sun Yat Sen’s statue by representatives of the participating organizations. Light refresh-
ments followed at the Dr. Sun Yet Sen Hall, courtesy of TECO.

On the same day, members of the 2019 Narcissus Court headed over to help out with
the 26th Annual Hawaii Children and Youth Day (CYD), held at the surrounding State
Capitol District. The Court participated by volunteering their time to help at the main
stage in the Capitol rotunda. The event, themed “Kuleana,” ran from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m., emphasizing free keiki-friendly CYD activities. There were over 300 interactive,
educational, fun activities for infants, toddlers, children, youth, and the entire family. This
annual event, headed by Suzanne Chun-Oakland, honors and celebrates our children
and youth in Hawaii. One of the major sponsors was our very own Mr. McDonald’s, Vic-
tor Lim.

On Monday, October 7, over 300 attendees from throughout the Chinese community
and the state of Hawaii converged on Waialae Country Club for a Double Ten celebration.
Director General Michael Tseng and his wife, Josephine, warmly greeted the guests as
they arrived. The brief program included introductions of VIPs and General Tseng gave a
short speech. The program was followed by refreshments and gave people a chance to min-
gle with one another. 

Thursday, October 17, was an evening filled with
fun and laughter at the Chamber general membership
meeting, themed “Scary-Oke.” This was a chance for
new and old members to network in a casual environ-
ment. Guests dressed up in costume and enjoyed trivia
networking games, a Halloween costume contest, and

We’re just a few weeks away from
Christmas, which is going to be on us
in no time before we begin the new
Year of the Rat on Saturday, January
25, 2020.

It’s amazing how many events are
going on in the Chinese community
and around town.

The Filipino Chamber of Com-
merce presented an educational semi-
nar on Wednesday, September 18, at
the Pacific Club. A panel of five spoke
on the “Nuts and Bolts of Doing Busi-
ness in the Philippines—from those
who’ve done it.” It was a full house,
with many pupu being served.

Thursday, September 26, was the
annual Narcissus contestant orientation
held at the Hilton Hawaiian Village
Waikiki Beach Resort. Parents and
friends, along with Chamber officers
and members, had the opportunity to
meet and chat with the nine young,
beautiful, talented, and intelligent con-
testants. Emcee Ashley Fu Holbrook
carried the program and when all was
done, yours truly met with the contes-
tants separately to give them an over-

2020 Narcissus Contestants at Orientation on September 26. Double Ten celebration at Chinatown Cultural Plaza.

Chamber president and past-presidents
attending the CSSAUH celebrations
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a “Scary-Oke” song challenge headed by song leaders Stella Chow and Sarah Replogle.
There was even a surprise performance by erhu virtuoso Tsun-Hui Hung, who played
“Phantom of the Opera.” Many thanks to our own Chamber Chinese secretary and owner
Hawaii Voice KTV and Lounge Jack Zhang of for closing out the venue for us and offer-
ing us drinks at special prices. And just when it couldn’t get better, much thanks to John-
son Fong of USA Realty Construction Group, Inc., for being a major sponsor of this
event. His representative, Mr. Wei Shen joined us. Thank you to membership chair
Jonathan Cook and committee members William Ching, Catherine Wong-Jayne,
Caroline Kodama, Kristin Pereira, Stella Chow, and Sarah Replogle for being a big
help that evening.

Started 11 years ago, the Chinatown Business Community Association (CBCA held
its annual Heroes Banquet on Saturday, October 19, at Golden Palace. One hundred sixty-
five members and guests were in attendance to witness six distinguished honorees be rec-
ognized for having been instrumental in helping the local Chinatown community. Those
receiving the award were HPD Major Ryan Nishibun, Oren Schliemann, Fran Butera,
Diane Ako, Lieutenant Governor Josh Green represented by Brooks Wilson, and Alice
Chee who owned the Look Funn Factory. The audience was pleasantly entertained by
emcee and Bank of Hawaii Chinatown branch manager Kimo Wong, who performed
many amazing martial arts tricks, like bending steel bars with his neck and teeth and break-
ing wood and cement blocks in half. The evening ended with a raffle drawing of many
items donated by merchants.

On Sunday, October 20, the Hawaii Chapter of the Organization of Chinese Ameri-
can Women (OCAW) held its general membership/election meeting luncheon at Maple

Garden. As a guest of Queenie Mow Chee, there
were 40 other attendees who heard their featured
speaker, feng shui expert Clarence Lau, speak on
the basics of how feng shuiworks and can be applied
to homes, condos, and businesses. Born and raised in
Hong Kong, many of you may have already used his
services for your residence or business.

The Chinese Chamber was the
sponsor of the annual quarterly Quad
Chamber (Chinese, Filipino, Japanese,
and Korean) event on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 23, held at Yum Cha Restaurant.
Guests from each Quad Chamber were
present to network and hear Chris
Hause, Kaiser Permanente’s vice presi-
dent for marketing, sales, and business
development give a very short presenta-
tion. Many thanks to Kaiser Permanente
for hosting the event. They also gener-
ously donated three gift baskets for the
door prize drawing.

Finally, on Saturday, October 26,
the Taiwanese Chamber of Commerce
held their popular annual Halloween
Party at the Dole Cannery Ballrooms.
They put on a great program, themed
“Moulin Rouge” this year, in addition
to a costume parade
and a costume contest
with about 70 entries
and large cash prizes.

Double Ten celebration at Waialae Country Club. CBCA annual Heroe Banquet at Golden Palace on October 19.

Chinese Chamber sponsored the annual quarterly Quad Chamber event on October 23 at Yum Cha Resaturant.

Taiwanee Chamber of
Commerce Halloween
Party at the Dole
Cannery Ballrooms.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
CHINESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
ON ITS 71ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

NARCISSUS FESTIVAL
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Narcissus Queen Pageant by Michele Choy
The 71st annual Narcissus Queen Pageant will be here in no time,
scheduled for Saturday, January 11, 2020, at the Hawaii
Theatre. The nine lovely contestants have already started some of
their cultural classes and are enjoying them. Tickets will go on
sale in late November, but place your reservations with the
Chinese Chamber now. Otherwise, you’ll have to go directly thru
the Hawaii Theatre Web site to purchase your tickets. For the sec-
ond time, event sponsor Chow Tai Fook Jewellery Co. will be
giving away ten Lucky fook 999.99 (“five nines”) fine gold coins
like they did last year. So come out and support the contestants
and maybe you’ll be a lucky one to win a Lucky coin for the Year
of the Rat.

Philippine Airlines by Michele Choy

We are pleased to announce that Philippine Airlines will be our
Official Airline Sponsor for the 2020 Narcissus Queen Goodwill
and Business Mission Tour. President-elect Elvira Lo has
planned an exciting 14-day tour to visit Beijing, Shanghai,
Datong, Hohhot (Inner Mongolia), and Macau. Part of the excite-

ment will include the oppor-
tunity to meet Miss Macau. 
Peggy Luu of Skyway 
Express is handling the tour,
however, details are still in
the planning stage. The tour
dates are set for June 5
through 19, so mark your
calendar!

For the Foodies
According to L & L Hawaiian Barbecue’s Musubi Messenger, L &
L will be selling “lucky” Catsu t-shirts, featuring an L & L mane-
ki-neko. For many Japanese, the maneki figurine is believed to
bring good luck. The shirt’s message is “Brah, it’s katsu, not catsu.”
The shirts are available in small, medium, large, extra large, and
double extra large for $10.00 from the L & L online store, https://l-
l-hawaiian-barbecue.myshopify.com/products/catsu-t-shirt

Just as ubiquitous as L & L in Hawaii, McDonald’s once
again has the McRib sandwich, available for a “limited time,” just
like the McTeri sandwich. With both, it’s good for patrons that
McDonald’s gives patrons a lot of napkins since the cooks are
generous with the sauce and it can get messy. In addition, accord-
ing to CNN, McDonald’s is bringing back “retro Happy Meal
toys” to celebrate the 40th anniversary of Happy Meals for kids
(and perhaps adult light-eaters). Reportedly, one in every four
orders at McDonald’s includes a Happy Meal, and the toys will
be available between November 7 and November 11 in each
“Surprise Happy Meal.”

National Sandwich Day is Sunday, November 3. Chick-fil-
A, with its fried chicken sandwiches and touched off a chicken
sandwich “war” a couple of months ago, mistakenly promoted
that date to loyalty club members, but had to rescind it when it
was realized that date was a Sunday, when Chick-fil-A always is
closed. Meanwhile, Popeye’s is reintroducing its fried chicken

sandwiches, spicy or “classic,” (that quickly sold out in July)
on National Sandwich Day, with “It’s Back!” As luck would
have it, Jeff Yang has an op-ed at CNN.com, https://www.
cnn.com/2019/11/04/opinions/popeyes-chicken-sandwich-
2020-politics-yang/index.html. Yang’s article is interesting
from the standpoint of his discussion of “momentum market-
ing” (perhaps similar to Eddie Flores’ “impact marketing”)
through social media as well as “the FOMO inducing impact
of social media.” Yang doesn’t bother to explain the acronym,
but an online search quickly reveals that “FOMO” stands for
“Fear Of Missing Out.”

Chamber Ilima Award Honorees
The October 12 Honolulu Star-Advertiser included its annual
“guide to Oahu’s top restaurants.” Among the picks was L &
L Hawaiian Barbecue (Eddie Flores, Jr. and Johnson Kam)
by Deena Dray, who cited its support for the Diamond Head
Theatre, while Jade Dynasty Seafood Restaurant (Alan Ho),
La Tour Café (Thanh Quoc Lam), and Little Village Noodle
House (David Chang) were included in the alphabetical list-
ing. Also included on the list were restaurants of former
Chamber members: Assaggio (Thomas Ky) and Pah Ke’s
Chinese Restaurant (Raymond Siu). Congratulations to all,
the food service business can be brutal, at least time-wise, but
can be rewarding with satisfied repeat customers.

Anti-Bill 40 Testimony Needed
The City Council, in its “infinite wisdom” (snark alert), is
considering Bill 40, which ostensibly would protect the envi-
ronment and cut down on litter by banning polystyrene foam
containers and plastic straws and utensils. At the last minute,
Councilman Joey Manahan inserted language to expand the
ban to other “non-compostable items.” (It should be noted that
more expensive compostable containers cannot be recycled
on Oahu since there is no facility to recycle them, so they get
burned at H-Power like everything else, and unfortunately, in
this case, all too many politicians in Hawaii are not small

https://l-l-hawaiian-barbecue.myshopify.com/products/catsu-t-shirt
https://www.cnn.com/2019/11/04/opinions/popeyes-chicken-sandwich-2020-politics-yang/index.html
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businesspeople and have little understanding or sympathy for
those who are).

The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii; the CEOs of Zippy’s,
ABC Stores, Y. Hata, Halm’s Enterprises, Hawaiian Host, Hon-
olulu Cookie Company, La Tour Bakehouse and Ba Le Sandwich
Shops (Thanh Quoc Lam), Diamond Bakery, Foodland, Hawai-
ian Chip Company, the Hawaii Food Manufacturing Association,
and others as well as Chinese Chamber directors Elvira Lo, Vic-
tor Lim, Eddie Flores, Jr., and Alan Ho and other Chinese
Chamber members are all OPPOSED to Bill 40, which adverse-
ly affects local businesses, but has no effect on imports, which
thereby have a competitive (cost) advantage. (That may raise a
constitutional law question: Does Bill 40 act as a denial of equal
protection guaranteed under the Fourteenth Amendmen, thereby
discriminating against – instead of the usual case of favoring—
local business?).

The director of “Zero Waste Oahu” wrote a November 1 letter
to the Honolulu Star-Bulletin editor, citing “majority public sup-
port,” with “more than 650 individuals and 59 businesses” in favor
of phasing out “a limited number of disposable plastics” and only
“23 pieces of testimony in opposition” to a bill that would “take
place over a couple of years” to switch to “high-quality alterna-
tives,” which are usually more expensive for small, thin-margin
businesses. However, on November 3, the Star-Advertiser ran an
editorial, “Move with care on plastic bans.” That same day, Jason
Higa (Zippy’s), Paul Kosasa (ABC Stores), and Jenai Wall (Food-
land) had an op-ed in the Star-Advertiser, “Bill 40 cripples 

local food companies, gives advantage to mainland brands.”
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2019/11/03/editorial/island-
voices/bill-40-cripples-local-food-companies-gives-advan-
tage-to-mainland-brands/

Please note that the City Council hearing, originally
scheduled for Wednesday, November 6, has been rescheduled
to Wednesday, December 4, so you have some time to put
your thoughts together before calling your Council member or
better yet, submitting written testimony. E-mail can be sent to
your Council member with the initial for their given name
(except for Carol Ann Fukunaga and Kymberly Marcos
Pine), their surname, and “@honolulu.gov. For example,
“akobayashi@honolulu.gov.”

Congressional Gold Medal Update
The search for and registration of Hawaii veterans of World
War II continues. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi is unavailable
for a House chamber ceremony this year, so the event will be
scheduled for some time in 2020. The luncheon honoring the
veterans, tentatively schedule for April 25, 2020, will probably
be moved to some time in May. The AARP in Honolulu will be
purchasing about 250 medal replicas, maybe more, for presen-
tation to the surviving veterans or their families (one per fami-
ly). For more information or assistance, contact Stephen Tom
at stephentom2000@aol.com.

2020

A Family Of Stores Serving All Of Hawaii
C. S. Wo & Sons • HomeWorld Furniture • SlumberWorld • Red Knot • Ashley HomeStore • America’s Mattress

www.cswo.com

Best wishes to all of this year’s 
contestants and families. May 
the kindness and positive nature 
of the resourceful Rat bring 
happiness and good fortune to all.

C. S. Wo & Sons, Ltd.
Since 1909

year of the Rat

https://www.staradvertiser.com/2019/11/03/editorial/island-voices/bill-40-cripples-local-food-companies-gives-advantage-to-mainland-brands/
mailto:kobayashi@honolulu.gov
mailto:stephentom2000@aol.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Nov 11  •  Mon
Veterans Day

Nov 16  •  Sat
Contestants Public Appearance
Windward Mall Shopping Center – 11:00 a.m.

Nov 16  •  Sat
Contestants Public Appearance
Ohana Hale Marketplace – 2:00 p.m.

Nov 19  •  Tue
Executive Board Meeting
Chamber’s Office – 6:00 p.m.

Nov 20  •  Wed
Free Workshop
Chinatown Rail Station Design & 
Kekaulike Street Market Project
Chinatown Training & Visioning Center – 6:00
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Nov 24  •  Sun
Contestants Public Appearance
Kahala Mall Shopping Center – 11:00 a.m.

Nov 26  •  Tue
Board of Directors Meeting
Maple Garden Restaurant – 12:00 p.m.

Nov 28  •  Thu
Thanksgiving Day

Dec 1  •  Sun
Chamber’s Annual Visitation
Palolo Chinese Home – 11:30 a.m.

Dec 1  •  Sun
Contestants Public Appearance
Ala Moana Shopping Center Centerstage –
7:00 p.m.

Dec 5  •  Thu
Chinese Chamber Christmas Party
Elks Club – 5:30 p.m.

As usual, a number of Chamber members and directors appeared in Midweek’s Pa’ina sec-
tion while attending a variety of community events:  Betty Brow attended the Japan-
America Society of Hawaii’s2019 dinner and silent auction at the Hilton Hawaiian Village
Waikiki Beach Resort (October 9 issue); Dave Erdman at the Retail Merchants
Association of Hawaii’s 21st annual golf tournament at the Hawaii Prince Golf Club, and
Chamber president Michele Choy and 2019 Narcissus Queen Tiana Wong were models
in the “Celebrities and Their Pets” Fashion Show during the recent Young at Heart Expo at
the Blaisdell Exhibition Hall (October 16); long-time Chamber director Linda Louie,
Elisia Flores, Bryan Luke, director Russell Lau (and wife Connie) as well as former
Filipino Chamber president and L & L Hawaiian Barbecue COO Bryan Andaya (wearing
an L & L jersey) were busily sampling the grinds on offer at the Honolulu Star-Advertiser’s
24th annual Ilima Awards dinner and show (October 23 issue); and Gabe Lee at the
Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii’s Business on the Green golf tournament at Oahu
Country Club and also at the Crimestoppers Honolulu golf tournament at the Hawaii Prince
Golf Club, former Chamber and UCS president Victor Lim, a.k.a. Mr. McDonald’s
Hawaii, at the Hawaii Restaurant Association’s 13th annual Hall of Fame Induction and
“Chefs of Aloha” Dine Around at the Sheraton Waikiki, and Russell Lau at the Finance
Factors annual charity golf tournament at the Hawaii Prince Golf Club (October 30 issue).

New Members
At its October 29 meeting, the Chamber board of directors approved the applications for
Jackie Boland, community outreach director, AARP Hawaii (sponsored by Michele
Choy); Jed Ding, a financial planner with Transpacific (sponsored by Julia Chan);
Freddy Fan, controller for Sharon Zambo-Fan & Associates, Inc. (sponsored by Michael
Yee); Wendie Liu, an educational consultant with WSLiuHawaii (sponsored by Alvin
Wong); Selene Wang, president of Dragon Tours Corporation (sponsored by Elvira Lo);
Hao Xu, a software developer with Title Guaranty of Hawaii (sponsored by Jon Cook);
and Sharon Zambo-Fan, president of Sharon Zambo-Fan & Associates, Inc. (sponsored
by Michael Yee).  Welcome to the Chinese Chamber and we look forward to meeting you
at the next membership event.

M E M B E R  N E W S
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