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Annual Christmas Party
Chinese Chamber Annual Christmas Party will be
held on Thursday, December 5, 2019, 5:30 p.m. at
the newly renovated Elks Club.  The early bird
price is $50.00 p.p. until November 18. After that
the general admission is $60.00 p.p. Don’t miss
out on the fun, games, and prizes! RSVP to the
Chamber’s office right away at 533-3181 or
info@chinesechamber.com.

Fourth Annual Taiwan Alishan 
Cup Golf Tournament

To celebrate the 108th birthday of the Republic of
China, the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office
(TECO) in Honolulu and Taiwan-related societies
will co-host the 4th annual Taiwan Alishan Cup
Golf Tournament on Friday, October 18, at 10:00
a.m. at the Hawaii Prince Golf Club, 91-1200 
Fort Weaver Road, Ewa Beach. The entry fee is
$110.00 and entry deadline is Tuesday, October
15. Chamber golfers are cordially invited to join
this event for a day of green, oxygen, light, and
friendship. For more information, please contact
Jim Lin by phone at 741-9978 or by e-mail to
linsmarket@gmail.com.

Halloween Costume Party/
General Membership Meeting
On Thursday, October 17, the Chamber will
hold a Halloween-themed costume party and
general membership meeting at Hawaii Voice
KTV Lounge, 808 Sheridan Street. The
evening of “scary-oke” runs from 6:00 to 9:00
p.m. Bring your business cards because there
will be a business card networking game,
which qualifies you for a prize-drawing.
There will be an optional costume contest
with cash and gift card prizes, and also three
prizes in each category for the funniest, scari-
est or most creative costume. We’ll also have
a group karaoke of Halloween songs, led by
several singers, so you won’t be alone or
intimidated. The prizes include UH game tick-
ets; Pacific Aviation Museum tickets, gift
cards, and more. Bring your business cards
with you, but if you don’t have any, not to
worry. There will also be heavy pupu and the
ticket price of $25.00 includes one drink.
Thereafter, selected wines, well drinks and
beers are $5.00 each. To reserve your place,
call Lucia at 533-3181.

Na Lan gave a free workshop “Hawaii Government Update for Business” at the Chinatown Training and Visioning Center.

mailto:info@chinesechamber.com
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ent whiskeys while dining on a six-course Chinese dinner. Many thanks to AARP for
the bookmarks; whiskey-donor Young’s Market Company; Howard and Daren Lum
of Aloha Gourmet Products, Inc. for the candy favors; HomeStreet Bank and Mona
Choy for the chip clips; Kona Center P.H. Hawaii Corp. and Elvira Lo for the two spe-
cial types of mooncakes; and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office (TECO) for the
pineapple cake. It was a very successful event.

September 14, I was fortunate to attend the Young Professionals’ “Yoga and
Mimosa” event. There were 15 yoga enthusiasts who packed the room at the last
minute for a one-hour yoga class taught by 2018 Narcissus Princess, Tiffany Chen.
The class ended with refreshing mimosas.

On September 18, it was a full house when Chamber member and attorney Na
Lan gave a free workshop “Hawaii Government Update for Business” at the
Chinatown Training and Visioning Center, upstairs at the Chinese Chamber’s office at
8 South King Street. It was a very interesting and informative topic that benefited those
who attended. Light refreshments were served thanks to Na Lan’s sponsorship.

On the evening of September 19, the Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce
sponsored the latest Quad (Chinese, Filipino, Japanese, and Korean) Chamber net-
working event at the Consul General of Japan’s residence. Twenty-five members from
each Chamber had the opportunity to network and enjoy a buffet dinner. Nao
Kawakami, Chief Representative, from the Washington, D.C., representative office of
the Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) gave a short talk, an “Overview
of JBIC Activities in USA.”

September 21, Narcissus Queen Tiana Wong and I were asked to participate in the
“Celebrities and their Pets” Fashion Show at the Young at Heart Expo, held at the Blais-
dell Exhibition Hall. Celebrity models held either a cat or dog and walked the stage
ramp. The purpose of the fashion show was to promote the adoption of these animals.

The Hawaii China National Day Celebration Committee celebrated the 70th
anniversary of the PRC’s founding with a banquet on Sunday, September 22, at the Ala
Moana Hotel Hibiscus Ballroom. Thank you to the organizers and program committee
and to co-chairs Howard Lum of Lum Sai Ho Tong and Cai Shu Lee of Lung Doo
Society for their efforts in putting on a memorable and successful evening, filled with
song and dance. A great and colorful program was put together by several Chinese per-
forming dance groups. Governor David Ige, Mayor Kirk Caldwell, Consul General
Zhang Ping from Los Angeles, and three other consuls were in attendance. Many
thanks to our Title Sponsors Dr. Lawrence Tseu, Peter Shi and Hawaii Fujian Business
Association, Cai Shu Lee and Lung Doo Benevolent Society; Platinum Sponsors
USCPFA–Honolulu Chapter, L & L Hawaiian Barbecue, and Lum Sai Ho Tong; and
Silver Sponsors Center for Chinese Studies at UH Manoa, See Yup Benevolent Society,
Yee Yee Tong, and Philippine Airlines. Much thanks are also given to the 32 supporting
organizations who helped to make this grand event a success!

Thank you to our officers and chairs for continuing to grow the Chamber with
your leadership and ideas!

I hope everyone enjoyed their summer,
traveling and spending time with your
family and loved ones. September was
another busy month for me, giving me
an opportunity to attend many different
and exciting events and allowing our
members to get involved and to contin-
ue their networking.

On September 6, I attended the
Diabolo Dance Theatre performance
at the Royal Hawaiian Center. The
event was organized by the Hawaii
Chinese Association. Honolulu was
the first stop for the Taiwan-based
dance group on a 37-day goodwill
tour throughout the United States and
several other countries. The dancers
put on a dazzling show with their dia-
bolos. Diabolos were thrown into the
air, and the illusion of the diabolos
coming out from the back of the audi-
ence to the front was very impressive.
Their amazing act was so precise,
considering that 99% of it was done in
very low lighting in order for the
lighted diabolos to be seen. There was
even audience participation and
TECO Director General Michael
Tseng was pulled on to the stage.

On September 9, Narcissus
Queen Tiana Wong got up bright and
early to head down to the radio station
to help promote the Whiskey, Moon-
cake, and Tea Tasting as well as Nar-
cissus contestant recruitment. Thanks
to Eddie Flores and Brandon Dela
Cruz for setting this up.

September 12 was the exciting
Whiskey, Mooncake and Tea Tasting
at The Mandalay, chaired by Mona
Choy. A sold-out crowd of 171 Cham-
ber members and guests had the
opportunity to sample several differ-
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Quad Chamber Event
The next Quad (Chinese, Filipino, Japanese, and Korean)
Chamber event will be held on Wednesday, October 23, at Yum
Cha Hawaii restaurant, 1341 Kapiolani Boulevard. The net-
working event will begin at 6:00 p.m. and end at 8:00 p.m.
There will be a presentation by Chris Hause, Vice President of
Marketing, Sales and Business Development for Kaiser
Foundation Health Plan, Inc., and Hospitals, Hawaii Region.
There will be dinner, so for those who have not previously
patronized Yum Cha, it’s an opportunity to see what the food
(and the restaurant) is like. Seating is filled.

Narcissus Public Appearances
Contestant orientation was held on Thursday, September 26, and
the eight lovely contestants are currently going through a vari-
ety of classes, preparing them for their big night on Saturday,
January 11, 2020. As preparation for the crowd on Pageant
night, there will be four public appearances for the contestants:
Saturday, November 16, at Windward Mall (11:00 a.m.); Satur-
day, November 16, at Ohana Hale Marketplace, the former
Gem/Sports Authority location on Ward Avenue, (1:00 p.m.);
Sunday, November 24, at Kahala Mall Shopping Center (11:00
a.m.); and Sunday, December 1, at Ala Moana Shopping Center
Centerstage (7:00 p.m.).

CGM Update
As time goes by, more and more Hawaii World War II Army,
Army Air Force, Marine Corps, Navy, Coast Guard, and mer-
chant marine veterans are being identified and registered: 60,
120, 150, and now around 250 in Hawaii (and a couple thousand
on the mainland). The design for the medal has been completed
and is awaiting approval by the Treasury Department. Still up in
the air is a possible ceremony in the Capitol with Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, honoring the veterans and their proud families.
For more information or assistance, contact Stephen Tom in
Honolulu at stephentom2000@aol.com.

FREE Advance Care Presentation
Geriatrician Michael Tom, M.D., will be presenting a FREE
class where you can learn about advance care planning and
directives. The class will be held on Wednesday, October
30, from 6:00-7:00 p.m. at the Queen’s Medical Center’s
Conference Center, located at the corner of South Beretania
and Punchbowl. Parking is available for a $5.00 flat rate,
with validation, in the Physicians’ Office Building III
garage, which is recommended since it is the closest to the
Queen’s Conference Center. Enter from Lauhala St. You can
also park at the Physicians’ Office Building I and Miller
parking garages for the same $5.00 flat rate with validation.
Space is limited and reservations are required. Register
online or call 691-7117, weekdays (except holidays) from
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Note: if you can’t make it, about two
weeks later, it will be available online at the Queen’s
YouTube channel).

In addition, while many of us know we need documents
like an advanced health care directive (AHCD) and living
will, for one reason or another, we keep putting them off. For
some insight into the matter, there’s Andrea Useem’s article
in the August 12 Washington Post, “I’m an ICU nurse, I know
I need an end-of-life directive. So why can’t I bring myself
to write it?”: https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/im-
an-icu-nurse-i-know-i-need-an-end-of-life-directive-so-
why-cant-i-bring-myself-to-write-it/2019/08/09/98e65020-
9765-11e9-8d0a-5edd7e2025b1_story.html

Diabolo Dance Theatre
performance at the Royal

Hawaiian Center.

Narcissus Queen Tiana Wong at the radio station.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/im-an-icu-nurse-i-know-i-need-an-end-of-life-directive-so-why-cant-i-bring-myself-to-write-it/2019/08/09/98e65020-9765-11e9-8d0a-5edd7e2025b1_story.html
mailto:stephentom2000@aol.com
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Whiskey, Mooncake, and Tea Tasting
by Mona Choy

On September 12, the Chinese Chamber held its 5th Annual
Whiskey, Mooncake, and Tea Tasting as a dinner for the first
time at The Mandalay in the heart of downtown. Guests were
treated to unique mooncakes, including a luxurious abalone-
seafood-egg yolk-prosciutto mooncake, hand carried to Hawaii
by Elvira Lo and hand-made in Vancouver, Canada, which was
elevated with pairings of whiskey or Chinese tea throughout the
night. With the dynamic elements of whiskey, mooncake, and tea
combined, this year’s tasting was a rousing success and a refresh-
ing way to highlight this wonderful aspect of the Chinese Moon
Festival. Special thanks to our sponsors, AARP; Aloha Gourmet
Products, Inc.; HomeStreet Bank; Kona Center P.H. Hawaii
Corporation; the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office (TECO);
and distributor of wines and spirits Young’s Market Company.

In addition to the Narcissus Goodwill Tour to China in June, this summer has
been a busy time for Narcissus First Princess, Jennifer Wong. On June 2, she
received the $1,000.00 Oliver M. Lee Scholarship from the Tsung Tsin Hakka
Association, which she’ll use towards her first year of medical school. Then
on July 14, Jennifer was one of two keynote speakers for the Organization of
Chinese American Women (OCAW) meeting held at Maple Garden. She
talked about her life struggles growing up, but how she persevered. She
would challenge herself and do the best that she could in all that she did,
including the Narcissus Pageant. Her inspiring speech was very uplifting.

Finally, Jennifer was the keynote speaker for Mun Lun School’s graduat-
ing class of 2019 on May 17. As an alumna, she shared with the graduates how
attending Mun Lun school helped her to learn Cantonese and how her being
bilingual will help her when she becomes a doctor one day.

Clockwise (L-R): 
Mooncake display; AARP;
Young’s Market Company.
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Job-makers and Bankruptcy
The claim is often made for big tax cuts for the top 1% and
major corporations, who supposedly pay the most taxes,
because they’re “the job-makers.” Yet that claim is demonstra-
bly false in a U.S. economy where 70% of GDP is due to con-
sumer spending by all of us, not just the 1%; the remainder is
government and business spending. The September 29 bank-
ruptcy filing for Forever 21 stores is a recent example. Due to
changing consumer tastes, sales (and mall traffic) were declin-
ing until finally, bankruptcy was the only solution.

And for those who pay attention to such things, brick-and-
mortar stores like J. C. Penney and Sears have been shutting
down and business magazines have annual lists of stores that are
closing (and malls that are being abandoned) or are likely to
close in the coming year. Locals may remember that starting the
1980s (after the U.S. currency manipulation in the 1985 Plaza
Accord between the then-G-5 nations), Liberty House catered to
waves of the stereotypical “free-spending Japanese”( who have
been replaced in recent years by Chinese visitors). With the
reduction in Japanese tourists, Liberty House attempted to once
again attract local shoppers, who remembered being dissed by
Liberty House management and acted accordingly. Liberty
House went bankrupt in 1998.

The current “retail apocalypse” was noted in a lengthy
November 2017 Bloomberg article, “America’s ‘Retail Apoca-
lypse’ is Just Beginning.” https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/
2017-retail-debt/ More than 15,000 stores have closed since
2015 and the retail apocalypse may continue for several more
years, into 2026, a tally affecting an estimated 75,000 stores
overall, according to UBS in April. A major cause is “changing
consumer habits,” with online shopping making up to 25 percent
of retail sales. So it’s the everyday consumers and their change-
able shopping “likes,” who are the real job-makers, not the 1%.

For the Chamber Foodies 
(and business management)

You may have seen that McDonald’s may be about to join the
movement offering vegan or non-beef hamburgers. On
September 26, McDonald’s in Chicago announced that it is test-
ing a “plant-based burger” in Canada. McDonald’s will run a
“limited time,” 12-week test of a new plant-based burger called
the P.L.T., which stands for Plant. Lettuce. Tomato., in 28
restaurants in southwestern Ontario, starting September 30. The
P.L.T. is made with a Beyond Meat® plant-based patty that has
been crafted exclusively by McDonald’s, for McDonald’s, to
deliver the iconic taste customers know and love. According to
its press release, “the McDonald’s P.L.T. is a delicious, juicy,
perfectly dressed plant-based burger on a warm, soft, sesame
seed bun, with the iconic McDonald’s taste customers have
come to love from McDonald’s. Featuring a plant-based patty
with no artificial colors, artificial flavors or artificial preserva-

tives, it’s a great-tasting ‘open wide and sink your teeth into
it’ sandwich. The P.L.T. will be priced at $6.49 CAD [$4.87
USD], plus tax.”

According to a Google search, apparently Target stores
in Honolulu stock packages of two Beyond Meat® four-
ounce patties, without the McDonald’s fixings. As luck
would have it, Emily Heil has a test of four plant-based burg-
ers, including those from Impossible Foods® and Beyond
Meat®:  “Impossible vs. Beyond: We tested cook-at-home
versions to see who makes a better vegan burger”. https://
www.washingtonpost.com/news/voraciously/wp/2019/10/03
/impossible-vs-beyond-we-tested-cook-at-home-versions-to-
see-who-makes-a-better-vegan-burger/ And for those who
love their burgers – meaty or meatless – Honolulu magazine
surveyed a dozen staff-favorite places in Honolulu: http://
www.honolulumagazine.com/Honolulu-Magazine/Biting-
Commentary/November-2018/6-Restaurant-Burgers-the-
HONOLULU-Staff-is-Craving-Now/

Young Professionals’ “Yoga and Mimosa” event.

Narcissus Queen Tiana Wong and
Chamber President Michele Choy at the

Young at Heart Expo.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/voraciously/wp/2019/10/03/impossible-vs-beyond-we-tested-cook-at-home-versions-to-see-who-makes-a-better-vegan-burger/
http://www.honolulumagazine.com/Honolulu-Magazine/Biting-Commentary/November-2018/6-Restaurant-Burgers-the-HONOLULU-Staff-is-Craving-Now/
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2017-retail-debt/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Oct 14  •  Mon
Columbus Day

Oct 17  •  Thu
Halloween Costume Party & General
Membership Meeting
Hawaii Voice KTV Lounge
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Oct 22  •  Tue
Executive Board Meeting
Chamber’s Office – 6:00 p.m.

Oct 23  •  Wed
Quad Chamber Networking Event
Yum Cha Hawaii Restaurant 
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Oct 29  •  Tue
Board of Directors Meeting
Maple Garden Restaurant
2:00 p.m.

Oct 31  •  Thu
Halloween

Nov 16  •  Sat
Contestants Public Appearance
Windward Mall Shopping Center
11:00 a.m.

Nov 16  •  Sat
Contestants Public Appearance
Ohana Hale Marketplace – 1:00 p.m.

Nov 24  •  Sun 
Contestants Public Appearance
Kahala Mall Shopping Center – 11:00 a.m.

Dec 1  •  Sun
Contestants Public Appearance
Ala Moana Shopping Center Centerstage
7:00 p.m.

Dec 5  •  Thu
Chinese Chamber Christmas Party
Elks Club – 5:30 p.m.

According to the October L & L Musubi Messenger, L & L Hawaiian Barbecue has been
recognized for the third year in a row as the “#1 in Asian Food” franchise by Entrepreneur
magazine. Entrepreneur’s annual “Franchise 500” listing recognizes the best franchise
opportunities in the U.S. and Canada. According to its Web site, “more than 1,000 compa-
nies applied” for Entrepreneur’s 40th annual ranking. L & L currently has stores in 200
locations in select countries around the world and is always on the lookout for entrepre-
neurs “with a vision and a passion for food” to expand Hawaiian plate lunch and of course
its famous chicken katsu. Congratulations to Eddie Flores, Jr., and Kwock Yum
“Johnson” Kam.

A review of recent issues of Midweek shows Chamber director Gabe Lee at the
Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii’s 169th annual membership luncheon on August 14 at
the Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort
(September 18 issue), and director Tina Au at
the Hawaii Home Ownership Center’s 12th
annual golf tournament at the Pearl Country
Club (October 2). 

New Members
At its September 24 meeting, the Chamber
board approved the applications for regular
members Waymond Ngai, a lawyer with the
law office of Waymond Ngai (referred by Yen
Chun), and Young Professional member Elena
Martinez, a financial adviser with West Pac
Wealth Partners (referred by Michele Choy).
Welcome to the Chamber and we look forward
to meeting you at the next membership event.

M E M B E R  N E W S

The LANTERN a monthly publication of the
Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii
8 South King Street • Suite 201
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Ph: (808) 533-3181 / 533-3886
Email: info@chinesechamber.com

Editor: Gerald Y.Y. Chang
Graphic Designer: Angela Wu-Ki
Staff: Wen Chung Lin, Lucia Liang

LANTERN 
ADVERTISING

RATES
Chamber members wishing to
publicize their services or goods
to our 300-plus members should
be aware of the following rates:
$200.00 full-page, $100.00 half-
page, $70.00 quarter-page, and
$30.00 for business card-size
ads. To run your ad, contact the
Chamber at 533-3181.




