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China National Day
Celebration

October 1 marks the 70th anniversary of the found-
ing of the People’s Republic of China. To com-
memorate this momentous occasion, the Hawaii
China National Day Celebration Committee has
planned a celebratory Chinese banquet on Sunday,
Sept. 22, at 5:30 p.m. at the Ala Moana Hotel
Hibiscus Ballroom. Please be sure to purchase your
tickets or a table and support the 70th China
National Day celebration. Contact Lucia at 533-
3181 to reserve your seat(s)/table.

“Whiskey, Mooncake 
& Tea”

The “Whiskey, Mooncake & Tea” tasting at The
Mandalay, chaired by Mona Choy-Beddow,
will be held on Thursday, September 12. It’s
an opportunity to learn about the unique char-
acteristics and brewing process of the whiskeys
from a whiskey specialist while enjoying a six-
course Chinese dinner. Sponsor Young’s Mar-
ket will be donating the whiskey, the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office (TECO) is
donating one type of mooncake, and there will
be two other special mooncakes, such as an
abalone mooncake, donated by Narcissus Festi-
val chair Elvira Lo. This will be an exciting
event that you won’t want to miss. The cost for
the tasting and dinner is $60.00 per person.
Space is limited and is nearly sold out, so con-
tact Lucia at 533-3181 right away to reserve
your seat(s). 

FREE Legislative Update
On Wednesday, September 18, Chamber
member and Honolulu attorney Na Lan will be
holding a FREE workshop, “Hawaii Govern-
ment Update for Business,” at the Chamber
multipurpose roon on the second floor of the
Chinese Chamber building, 8 South King
Street. Kindly give Lucia a call at 533-3181 if
you’re planning to attend what should be an
interesting and informative presentation.

On July 18, The Young Professionals
along with Chinese Chamber members
had the wonderful opportunity to tour the
Hawaii News Now Studio. Our members
had the privilege to sit down and have an
exclusive talk story session with General
Manager, Rick Blangiardi, while Digital
Executive Producer Ian Scheuring provid-
ed members a private tour to witness a
live newscasting featuring news anchors
Stephanie Lum and Shawn Ching. Maha-
lo to YP Events Director James Cabanilla
for coordinating the tour, as well as all YP
and Chamber members who attended this
fun and exciting event!

On July 30, Consul General Zhang Ping of the PRC paid a courtesy
call to Lt. Governor Josh Green at the State Capitol accompanied by
President Michele Choy, Emeritus Director Gifford Chang and Exec-
utive Vice President Wen Chung Lin. The visit was followed by a
small last minute Aloha Reception dinner at Oahu Country Club.
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giardi gave us insights into the workings of the news studio. It was a very interesting and
educational tour, and we had the opportunity to view a live newscast with Stephanie Lum
and Shawn Ching. Many thanks to the Young Professionals for setting this up.

On July 24, at a meeting of the minds, the Quad Chamber presidents and a few of their
directors gathered for our quarterly networking and leadership luncheon at Yumcha restau-
rant. Present were Quad Chamber President (Korean) Gina Nakamura; Grace Ogawa, Sec-
retary; Karen Choe, Vice President; and (Filipino) President-Elect, Isabel Phu. Self-intro-
ductions were made and then each Chamber was given the opportunity to update us on what
was happening within their organization. President-Elect Elvira Lo, second Vice President
Sarah Moy, and third Vice President Jonathan Cook represented the Chinese Chamber.

The annual Dragon Boat Race was held on July 27 at Ala Moana beach park. Many
Chamber members came out to support the paddling team. Special thanks to the Young Pro-
fessionals, Chair Eula Chu, Ashley Fu Holbrook, Jill Fukumoto, and Jessica Chen and
other volunteers for organizing this annual event. Thanks to Sherman Wong for pitching the
tent and everyone else who gave a hand in the setup and breakdown. Hats off to the paddlers
for putting all their strength into the heats.

For the first time, on July 30, our board of directors meeting was held at Eddie 
Flores’ condo at One Ala Moana to help the Young Professionals with their California Pizza
Kitchen fund-raiser. Thirty Chamber directors enjoyed pizza, pasta, salad, rolls, and dessert.
Many thanks to the directors attending for their support and to all who patronized the Ala
Moana CPK to support the Young Professionals’ fund-raising effort. 

On August 11, the United Chinese Society held their annual picnic at Kapiolani Park. Due
to many Chinese Societies’ diminishing membership, through the kind invitation of UCS, many
societies joined the picnic. Aside from bentos, hot dogs, hamburgers, and watermelon were on
the menu. Fun games were organized by Mona Choy-Beddow and HomeStreet Bank, and lots
of prizes were given to participants. Thank you, UCS, for getting the societies involved..

On August 23, Young Professionals and other Chamber members were given the oppor-
tunity to visit the HART Operations Center. After donning safety gear, we were taken on a
very interesting and educational tour of the Rail facility. We were even able to sit and see the
inside of a Rail car.

Be sure to sign up for the September 12 “Whiskey, Mooncake & Tea” tasting at The
Mandalay, chaired by Mona Choy-Beddow. Learn about the unique characteristics and brew-
ing process of the whiskeys from a whiskey specialist during your tasting journey while you
enjoy a six-course dinner. Sponsor Young’s Market will be donating the whiskey, the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office (TECO) is donating one type of mooncake, and there will be
two other special mooncakes, such as an abalone mooncake, donated by Narcissus Festival
chair Elvira Lo. This will be an exciting event that you won’t want to miss. 

On September 18, Chamber member and Honolulu attorney Na Lan will be giving a
FREE workshop, “Hawaii Government Update for Business,” at the Chinatown Training and
Visioning Center, located on the 2nd floor of the Chinese Chamber building, 8 South King
Street. Please sign up for this interesting and informative topic benefitting your company.

Lastly, this year marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of
China on October 1, 1949. In commemoration of this momentous anniversary, the Hawaii
China National Day Celebration Committee invites all organizations and their members to
come together and celebrate at a banquet, scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 22, at 5:30 p.m. at the
Ala Moana Hotel Hibiscus Ballroom. Thank you to Co-Chairs Howard Lum of Lum Sai Ho
Tong and Cai Shu Lee of Lung Doo Society and the program committee for their efforts to
put on a memorable evening. Please be sure to purchase your tickets or a table and support
the 70th China National Day celebration.

July was a very busy month, and I attend-
ed several exciting events.

The first event was the “Aloha
Friendship Concert of Hawaiian and
American Music” on July 6. It was a
joint promotion between the Chinese
Chamber and the United Chinese Soci-
ety, together with Perform America. Held
at Central Union Church, the free concert
featured local as well as mainland groups
singing beautiful songs in harmony.

On July 10, Chamber members had
the opportunity to bid a fond aloha at a
farewell dinner held at Yumcha restaurant
for Deputy Director General Ted Liao
and Deputy Director Yu-Hong “Mars”
Wang of the Taipei Economic and Cultur-
al Office (TECO) in Honolulu. Ted and
Mars left Hawaii to take on new assign-
ments in Taipei and the Marshall Islands,
respectively. We wish them all the best in
their new posts. 

The Filipino Chamber of Com-
merce of Hawaii had their installation
banquet on July 13 at the Hilton Hawai-
ian Village Waikiki Beach Resort. Dr.
Nancy Walch was installed as president,
along with her new officers. It was well
attended by over 500 guests.

The Honolulu Japanese Chamber of
Commerce had its inauguration and gen-
erational award celebration luncheon on
July 17 at the Hilton Hawaiian Village.
Along with Korean Chamber president
Gina Nakamura, Filipino Chamber
president Dr. Nancy Walch, and outgoing
HJCC chair Melanie Okazaki, I wit-
nessed the installation of Jon Tsukamoto
as HJCC chair. In addition, celebrating
its 100 anniversary, Servco Pacific Inc.
received the Generational Award.

On July 18, Chamber members were
invited by the Young Professionals to
join them on a Hawaii News Now studio
tour where General Manager Rick Blan-

President Michele Choy attended the Japanese
Chamber of Commerce Inauguration and Genera-
tional Award Celebration at Hilton Hawaiian Village.

Quad Chamber Leadership and Networking event held at
Yumcha Restaurant.
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Community Clean-up
The 16th annual Community Clean-Up will be held at Kaimuki
High School on Saturday, September 28, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. This is an opportunity to get rid of unwanted items in your
home or apartment: computers, printers, and scanners; one
TV/monitor per vehicle; HI-5 beverage containers; auto/lead acid
only batteries; usable clothing or household items, used eye glass-
es and hearing aids; prom dresses and accessories; women’s busi-
ness suits and accessories, and pet food, towels, and blankets.
Donations of the Top Five most wanted items – canned proteins
(tuna, chicken), canned meals (stew, spaghetti, chili), canned veg-
etables, canned fruit, and rice – for the Hawaii Foodbank will also
be accepted. For FREE towing of unwanted vehicles, call 291-
6151. NOT accepted are Lithium/Nickel Cadmium batteries, tires,
paint, microwave ovens, motor or cooking oil, hazardous fluids,
ink or toner cartridges, cardboard or paper, and bulky items.

FREE Vegetarian Tasting Event
Chamber members are invited to a FREE vegetarian tasting event
on Sunday, October 13. The tasting will be held at the Hawaii
Convention Center, 1801 Kalakaua Avenue, from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. There is ample parking in the building, and transporta-
tion may be arranged from Golden Palace on North King Street
to the Convention Center and back. To order tickets, which will
be mailed to you, contact Jean at 778-7040; Michelle at 451-
8898; Sun at 773-9471 or Liu at 206-1505. Make sure you order
tickets early enough so that your hard-working mail carrier can
deliver them in time.

General Membership Meeting
A Halloween-themed general membership meeting, “Scary-oke,”
will be held at Hawaii Voice KTV and Lounge, Tuesday,
October 17. Wear a costume and be prepared to sing one or more
of your favorite karaoke songs since the locale seems to be a
karaoke bar. The “early bird” price is $25.00 until October 3, and
$35.00 thereafter. Located at 808 Sheridan, parking is “available
in the surrounding area” and good luck with that. There will be an
evening of prizes, games, food, and fun, so come in. Call Lucia at
533-3181 to reserve your plot, er ... seat.

Quad Chamber Meeting
The Quad Chambers (Chinese, Filipino, Japanese, and Korean)
Chambers will be holding a joint meeting on Thursday, October
19. The meeting will be held at the consul general’s residence at
the Japanese Consulate-General, 1742 Nuuanu Avenue. Space is
limited and each chamber is allotted up to 25 members.

Costco Comes to China
According to an article and slide show in the San Francisco
Chronicle, the first Costco opened in Shanghai’s western subur-
ban district of Minhang on Tuesday, August 27. Member sign-ups
(at only $28.00 USD) began on Saturday, August 24. The store
was mobbed, with three HOURS needed to find a space and park,
and another two HOURS to check out. It looked like the rotisserie
chicken and food court were very popular, and some of the mob

may have been shopping for high-end goods, from Prada tote-
bags, MCM leather backpacks, and Hermés Birkin bags,
according to the South China Morning Post report. https://
www.scmp.com/business/companies/article/3024579/birkin-
bags-kweichow-moutai-how-costco-drew-huge-crowds-its.
The opening was so successful that the store closed early, at
1:40 p.m. With a population of 26.3 million, Shanghai is
China’s most populous urban area, and Costco likely will
open other stores. Meanwhile, Costco’s rivals Carrefours and
Walmart reportedly have declining China sales.

“Chicken Sandwich War”
Ah, the power of social media in 21at century marketing. On
August 12, USA Today reported that Popeyes was rolling out
a fried chicken sandwich (with a suggested price of $3.99),
Spicy or Classic, as an alternative to market leader Chick-fil-
A’s fried chicken sandwich. According to an article in the
August 30 San Francisco Chronicle, on August 19, Popeyes’
officials heard at 1:43 p.m. that earlier that day, Chick-fil-A
supposedly tweeted a critique of Popeyes’ new chicken sand-
wiches. A tweet from marketers at Popeyes’ headquarters at
1:58 p.m. responded: “... y’all good?” That set off the “chick-
en sandwich wars” for a week and a half. Other fast food
brands jumped in, arguing whose chicken sandwich was the
best. According to Business Insider and the Washington Post,
Popeyes is the best chicken sandwich (and the WaPo also
opined that Popeyes had the best fried chicken in a compari-
son of half a dozen competitors in the DC area). The result:
while Popeyes thought it had enough chicken (to last through
September) for its 2,400 locations around the country, it soon
ran out, much to the dismay of irate customers and relief of
overworked employees. So thanks to social media, Popeyes
had its most successful product launch in its history.

HART Tour by Michele Choy
On Friday, August 23, through the organizing of the Young
Professionals, a number of Chamber members and Young
Professionals visited the HART Rail Operations Center.
HART staff took us on a tour through the facility, educating
us and broadening our awareness of the Rail project that will
connect West O’ahu with downtown Honolulu and Ala
Moana Center. The 20-mile rail system will include 21 sta-
tions, and travel time from one end to the other will be 42
minutes, including loading and unloading of passengers. The
trains will operate 20 hours a day from 4:00 a.m. to midnight.
In 2030, it’s estimated that more than 121,000 passenger trips
will be taken every week day.

https://www.scmp.com/business/companies/article/3024579/birkin-bags-kweichow-moutai-how-costco-drew-huge-crowds-its
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Aug 20  •  Tue
Executive Board Meeting
Chamber’s Office – 6:00 p.m.

Aug 23  •  Fri
YP Event: HART Tour
Rail Operations Center – 1:00 p.m. 

Aug 27  •  Tue
Board of Directors Meeting
Maple Garden Restaurant – 12:00 p.m.

Sep 2  •  Mon
Labor Day

Sep 12  •  Thu
Whiskey, Mooncake, and Tea Tasting
The Mandalay – 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Sep 13  •  Fri
Mid-Autumn Festival

Sep 17  •  Tue
Executive Board Meeting
Chamber’s Office – 6:00 p.m.

Sep 18  •  Wed
Free Workshop – 2019 Legislative Update
Chinatown Training & Visioning Center 
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Sep 22  •  Sun
70th China National Day 
Celebration Banquet
Ala Moana Hotel Hibiscus Ballroom
5:30 p.m.

Sep 24  •  Tue
Board of Directors Meeting
Maple Garden Restaurant – 12:00 p.m.

Oct 17  •  Thu
Halloween Costume Party & 
General Membership Meeting
Hawaii Voice KTV Lounge 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Dec 5  •  Thu
Chinese Chamber Christmas Party
Elks Club – 5:30 p.m.

According to Midweek, this summer, Chamber members were photographed at a number of local
events: Dave Erdman and Chamber director Ina Chang attended the July 17 Honolulu Japanese
Chamber of Commerce inauguration and generational award celebration at the Hilton Hawaiian
Village Waikiki Beach Resort (August 7 issue); Chamber director Gabe Lee participated in the
43rd annual Times/Big Save golf tournament at the Hawaii Prince golf course (August 21 issue);
Realtor® Judy Sykes attended the 25th anniversary Ethnic Education Hawaii at the Pagoda Hotel
(August 28 issue); and Dr. Lawrence Tseu and Stephanie Wang attended the August 1 Governor
Ariyoshi Foundation gala at the Hilton Hawaiian Village’s Coral Ballroom. (September 4 issue).

Former Chamber president and co-founder and L & L Hawaiian Barbecue CEO Eddie
Flores, Jr., is the subject of an article in “the capitalist tool,” Forbes magazine. You can read the
September 3 online article at https://www.forbes.com/sites/annalisaburgos/2019/09/03/how-this-
entrepreneur-built-a-top-rated-asian-fast-food-empire/#1dbd47952394.

New Members
At its July 30 meeting, the board approved the applications for David Debelbot, vice president of
TeamClean, Inc., a commercial cleaning company (referred by Marilyn Rideb) and Tony Shi of
CAA Construction (referred by Eddie Flores, Jr.). Then at its August 27 meeting, the board
approved the applications for regular members Bonnie-Belle Chun, a retired Los Angeles County
disaster management official (referred by Dennis Hwang) and Zhang “Zoe” Miner, president of
CJ Group LLC, a real estate firm (referred by Eddie Flores, Jr.) and a Young Professional mem-
bership for Brandon Lee, manager for Hawaiian Telcom/Cincinnati Bell (referred by Brittany
Lee). Welcome to the Chamber and we look forward to meeting you at the next membership event.

M E M B E R  N E W S
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Queen Search Reminder
Contestants for the 71st annual Narcissus Pageant are still being sought. The deadline for
contestant applications to be submitted is Friday, September 20. Contestants must be
between the ages of 19 and 26 on the date of the Pageant (January 11, 2020); a minimum
of 25% Chinese ethnicity; single (never have been married or given birth to a child); and
a resident of Hawaii for at least twelve months prior to the Pageant. Forms are available
at the Chamber Web site: www.chinesechamber.com.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/annalisaburgos/2019/09/03/how-this-entrepreneur-built-a-top-rated-asian-fast-food-empire/#473deebf2394
www.chinesechamber.com



